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H 2165.1

HOUSE BI LL 2310

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives McCoy and Moell er

Read first tine 02/ 20/ 2007. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to the care of individuals with traumatic brain
injury; adding a new section to chapter 74.39 RCW adding a new section
to chapter 72.23 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Individuals who have been diagnosed with a
traumatic brain injury face many uni que chall enges. Sone individuals
with traumatic brain injury have also been diagnosed wth a nental
di sorder that requires active psychiatric treatnment at an inpatient

hospital |evel of care. O hers who do not need active psychiatric
i npatient care have been placed in state institutions for lack of an
alternative care option. Such unnecessary placenent dimnishes the

lives of these individuals and prevents their ability to control the
direction of their lives.

Since 2001 the departnent of social and health services has
mai nt ai ned an expanded community services program that has provided
community residential nmental health and other services for long-term
state hospital residents who can be better cared for in the comunity.
The legislature finds that many individuals who have been diagnosed
wth traumatic brain injury and do not have an acconpanying nenta
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di sorder that requires active psychiatric treatnment at an inpatient
hospital |evel of care can be better cared for in these community
settings.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.39 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The current expanded conmmunity services programis established
as a permanent programin the departnent of social and health services
aging and disability services adm nistration.

(2) The departnent shall determ ne the appropriate individuals who
may participate in the expanded comunity services program To the
extent of available funding, the individuals who shall be served by the
program include those that have been diagnosed with traumatic brain
injury and do not have an acconpanying nental disorder that requires
active psychiatric treatnent at an inpatient hospital |evel of care.

(3) The program shall provide enhanced conmmunity residential
support services and personal care for people whose treatnent needs
constitute substantial barriers to community placenent, and who no
| onger require active psychiatric treatnent in an inpatient hospita
setting.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "expanded comrunity services
progrant has the sane neaning as in RCW70.97.010.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 72.23 RCW
to read as foll ows:

As of January 1, 2008, any adm ssion of new patients who are
i ndi vi dual s who have been di agnosed with traumatic brain injury and do
not have an acconpanying nental disorder that requires active
psychiatric treatnent at an inpatient hospital level of care to a state
hospital shall be limted to a length of tinme necessary to stabilize
the individual and place him or her in an appropriate community
setting.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2007, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
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